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THE  NEW  AND  THE  OLD 

A  comprehensive  history  of  education  in  Maine 
from  the  earliest  authentic  records  to  and  including  the 
school  year  1876  may  be  found  in  the  State  School  Re- 
port for  the  year  1876.  Since  then  the  public  school 
system  of  Maine  has  consisted  of  three  distinct  classes 
of  schools;  the  common  schools,  the  free  high  schools, 
and  the  normal  schools. 

The  common  schools  were  established  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  an  elementary  education  for  all  the 
children  of  the  state.  By  law,  their  maintenance  was 
made  obligatory  upon  all  cities,  towns  and  plantations. 

The  free  high  school  system  of  Maine  was  estab- 
lished to  furnish  instruction  in  secondary  school  studies, 
at  public  expense. 

Prior  to  the  advent  of  the  High  School  secondary 
education  was  dependent  upon  the  academies,  the  first 
of  which  in  New  England  was  the  old  Boston  Latin 
School,  founded  by  Rev.  John  Cotton  in  1635. 

In  1791  the  first  academy  in  Maine  was  founded  at 
Hallowell,  later  known  as  the  Hallowed  Classical  and 
Scientific  Academy. 

In  1811  Saco  Academy  now  Thornton  Academy 
was  founded  and  Biddeford  pupils  in  quest  of  higher 
education  enrolled  in  this  institution. 


The  destruction  by  fire  of  Saco  Academy  seems  to 
have  been  the  indirect  reason  for  building  in  1848  the 
first  Biddeford  High  School,  the  present  Washington 
Street  School. 

The  new  High  School  of  which  this  structure  now 
forms  a  part  was  built  in  1889  and  was  deemed  suffi- 
ciently commodious  to  accommodate  the  increasing 
demands  for  secondary  education.  When  completed 
and  equipped  it  was  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
state.  In  1893  this  building  was  partly  destroyed  by 
fire  causing  the  loss  of  a  fine  library  and  valuable  doc- 
uments. It  was  reconstructed  along  the  same  lines 
and  ready  for  occupancy  during  the  following  year. 

The  crowded  condition  of  the  high  school  some 
few  years  ago  made  it  apparent  that  this  building  had 
outlived  its  usefulness  in  its  attempt  to  adequately 
house  the  student  body  and  offer  the  class  of  instruction 
in  secondary  education  required  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Education. 

The  need  of  a  new  building  or  an  annex  to  the  old 
building  became  so  evident  that  those  in  charge  of  the 
administration  of  school  affairs  petitioned  the  city  gov- 
ernment to  make  this  necessary  provision.  Serious  con- 
sideration was  given  the  proposition  but  not  until  1924 
did  the  city  feel  that  it  was  in  a  position  to  undertake 
this  work.  Accordingly  in  December  of  that  year  by 
vote  of  the  City  Council  an  appropriation  was  made 
"to  build  and  equip  an  annex  to  the  High  School." 
Work  was  begun  as  soon  as  weather  conditions  would 


permit,  the  corner  stone  laid  in  May  and  the  building, 
in  part,  ready  for  occupancy  on  Sept.  28. 

This  new  building,  modern  in  structure  and  well 
equipped  is  the  equal  of  any  High  School  in  the  state. 
No  pains  were  spared  in  working  out  the  smallest  de- 
tail to  meet  the  state  requirements  of  heating,  light- 
ing, ventilating  and  fire  prevention;  the  object  of  the 
committee  being  to  give  to  the  future  generation  a  new 
structure  so  tied  in  with  the  old  as  to  conserve  its  iden- 
tity, preserve  its  lines  and  to  provide  for  the  teaching 
of  those  courses  of  study  now  offered  and  also  make 
provision  for  such  courses  as  may  be  offered  in  the  im- 
mediate future  or  as  the  change  of  time  may  demand. 

The  committee  was  ever  mindful  of  its  obligation 
to  the  citizens  of  Biddeford  and  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  construct  an  elaborate  building  but  one  sub- 
stantial in  structure,  pleasing  in  appearance  and  ade- 
quate to  the  needs  of  years  to  come. 

The  citizens  of  Biddeford  have  just  cause  to  feel 
proud  of  this  year's  achievement  in  seeing  this  work 
brought  to  a  satisfactory  close  knowing  that  provision 
has  been  made  to  secure  for  their  children  that  which 
is  the  birthright  of  every  American  child  —  an  oppor- 
tunity to  secure  an  education  in  a  Free  High  School. 

C.  A.  WEED, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


High  School  —  Washington  Street 
in  1848 
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